[Total intravenous anesthesia with propofol and fentanyl for laparoscopic cholecystectomy].
The postoperative antiemetic effect of total intravenous anesthesia with propofol and fentanyl was evaluated in 40 patients for laparoscopic cholecystectomy. Patients were divided into 2 groups. In group P, anesthesia was induced with intravenous fentanyl 0.1 mg and propofol 2 mg.kg-1 and maintained with continuous infusion of propofol. In group I, anesthesia was induced with intravenous thiopental 5 mg.kg-1 and maintained with nitrous oxide 60% in oxygen and isoflurane. Post-operative nausea and vomiting were recorded for 8 h after surgery. Nausea scores (range 1-4) were significantly lower in group P as compared with group I at 0 h after surgery, but no difference between the groups at 2 h, 4 h, 8 h after surgery. No significant differences were found in the incidence of vomiting between the groups. These results suggest that total intravenous anesthesia with propofol and fentanyl is superior to inhalational anesthesia with nitrous oxide and isoflurane in postoperative nausea. This antiemetic effect is, however, limited in the early period after anesthesia.